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HE. Occaſion of this Diſcourſe is the Ac- 
connts, we find in the Pablick News of the 
latter End of Auguſt, and the Beginning 
of September laſt, in which the Writers tell 
us, they are informed, that the Diſſenters are 

very buſy in ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom in Applying to 

their ſeveral Members of Parliament, and in Procuring 

Hands to Petitions for the Repealing of the Teſt and 

Corporation Act. My Concern for their Welfare 

makes me addreſs my ſelf to them in this Manner. 

J heartily wiſh; that the Tolerution, which by our Laws 

they now enjoy, may continue to the End of the 

World in full Power, Force and Virtue, according as 

it was at firſt intended, and that they will make a 

good Uſe of it, I believe, that there are thouſands 

in this Nation of ſuch; who are well contented with it; 
as it is at preſent. But all are not of the ſame Tem- 
per. I own, that there are ſome of the Diſſenting 

Teachers, who have vindicated the divine Original of 

the Sacred Scriptures, and the fundamental Doctrines 

of Chriſtianity, againſt the pretended Deiſis and real 

Atheiſts of the preſent Age. But their Numbers are 

few in Compariſon of the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 

land, who have exerted themſelves on the ſame Oc- 
caſion. I own alſo, that moſt of the Diſſenting Clergy 
have kept up ſtrictly to the fundamental Doctrines 
contained in thoſe Articles of the Church of England, 
to which they ſubſcribed, that they might enjoy the 
Benefit of the Toleration AF, and that ſeveral of them 
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have printed excellent Treatiſes on the Dignity and 
Offices of Chriſt Feſus, as our Mediator, and on Faith 
in him, as the only Qualification to have an Intereſt 
in him, and as only neceſſary for our Juſtification and 
Salvation, and the Neceſſity of good Works in their 
proper Order, And for all theſe Things they juſtly 
deſerve to be had in Reſpect and Eſteem by all true 
Chriſtians of all Denominations. But my Concetn is, 
for Fear that ſome raſh, hot headed Perſons among 
them will ſpoil all their Intereſt, by their unſeaſonable 
Endeavours for the Repeal of our preſent Laus. And 
therefore my Advice to them is, that they would 
ſeriouſly conſider, Firſt, What Numbers they have in 
both Houſes of Parliament, who will eſpouſe their 
Intereſt. And, ſecondly, How they can fairly anſwer, 
what will probably be objected againſt their Deſign; 
and if they find, that they are defective in either, 
that then they would make no Attempt at all, but 
leave every Thing to ſtand, as it is at this preſent 


Time. 


As to the firſt of theſe, it is not my Advice alone, 
but the Advice alſo of Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour in 
theſe Words, () Which of you intending to build a tower, 
fitteth not down firſt, and conſulteth the coſt, whether he 
hath ſufficient to finiſh it ? Leſt haply after he hath laid the 
foundation, and is not able to finiſh it, all that behold it, 
begin to mock him, ſaying, This man began to build, and 
is not able to finiſh. Or what king, going to make war 
againſt another king, ſetteth not down firſt, and conſulteth, 


| whether he be able with ten thouſand to meet him, that 


cometh againſt him with twenty thouſand ? Or elſe, whilſt 
the other is yet a great way off, he ſendeth an embaſſage, 
and defireth conditions of peace. So that the firſt Thing 
is, to conſult their Intereſt in both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and if they are not certain of a Majority in both, 
let them drop their intended Project, and proceed no 

farther. 1 
The next Thing to be conſidered is, what Argu- 
ments may be urged by their Opponents againſt their 
Deſign, 


(2) Luke xiv, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32. 
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Deſign, and how they can fairly anſwer them. And 
| here I am ſo much their Friend, as to diſcover to 
them the whole Strength of their Enemies, as far as 
I know, and hope that they will take it kindly. I 
X Kknow not how * the oppoſite Party may run back 
in ſearching into theſe Matters; but Dr. Heylin hath 
given us ſuch an Account of them in bis Hiſtory of the 
Preſbyterians, that we may ſay, (*) If ſearch may be 
XZ made in the books of the records of our fathers, we ſhall 
nd in the book of the records, and know, that this people 
"XZ was akvays a rebellious people, and hurtful unto kings and 
= provinces, and that they have moved ſedition within the 
ame of old time, for which cauſe they always fared the 
XX worlſe in the End. 
I fhall therefore only go back to the Hiſtory of our 
"X Civil Wars in the laſt Century. And here I find, that 
3X ſome pretended popular Grievances made many Peo- 
ple in the Kingdom uneaſy. The Dz#ſſenters knew 
too well, how to take the Advantage of Fiſhing in 
troubled Waters, and therefore they employed Alex- 
ander Henderſon to make Remonſtrances to King Charles I. 
for an Alteration in our Church Conſtitution, under the 
ſpecious Pretence of a more pure and ſpiritual Way 
of Worſhip. The King condeſcended ſo low, as to 
= anſwer at ſeveral Times his Impertinence in a ve 
ſolid Manner. But when this Party found, that they 
2 were baffled in their Arguments, they had Recourſe 
to Arms, as that which they thought would be more 
effectual, and accordingly they proceeded ſo far as to 
== behead the Earl of Strafford the King's Favourite firſt, 
== Archbiſhop Laud next, and the King himſelf afterward, 
and ſo they proceeded to a total Subverſion of our 
Conſtitution both in Church and State. The Diſſenters 
in England joined with their Brethren in Scotland, 
where the Rebellion firſt began; and it is not impoſſi- 
ble, that what happened then, may not happen at 
= another Time, ſince it is a Plan already laid down 
bor the ſame Purpoſe. The Conſequence of this was 
che Driving King Charles II. and his Brother to take 
—=— 85 Shelter 
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Shelter in France, which upon the Reftoration occaſion- 
ed a ſftnft Union between him and that Nation, in- 
ſomuch that they joined their Forces together both 
by Sea and Land againſt the Dutch to weaken the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and aggrandize the Power of that 
ambitious and perfidious Nation, and hath been the 
Cauſe of all our Misfortunes ever ſince. Accordingly 8 
King Charles II. would never hearken to a Bill for the 
Excluſion of his Brother from the Throne, who upon 
his Advancement, made ſuch Advances to entail Po- 
pery and Slavery upon us, as muſt have been our utter 
Ruin, if we had not been almoſt miraculouſly deli- 
vered at the Revolution. So that all our Misfortunes 
ever ſince, and what we now dread from the exorbi- 
tant Power of France, 1s wholly owing to the Artifices 
of the Diſſenters, though we may charitably hope, 
that they did not deſign it. - 
Their firſt Pretence was only for a Liberty of Con- 
ſcience; but they ſhewed afterward, that this was 
what they leaſt intended ; for as ſoon as they had 
gotten the Power into their own. Hands, they turned 
out all the Orders and Degrees of the Church of Eng- 
land, and ſeized on all their Revenues, and made a 
Law to diſqualify them from even Teaching a School; 
or being Tutors in any Gentleman or Nobleman's 
Family. And as they were not bred up to Labour, i 
and could expect no Charity in common Begging; 
ſo the intended Conſequence was, that they muſt al! 
be ſtarved. After this the Diſſenting Party proceeded x 
to impoſe upon all Perſons an Oath, which they 
called The ſolemn League and Covenant, in which, after 2 
ſome ſpecious Preambles, they bound themfelves in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, which they could invent, to root 
out and deſtroy all the Orders and Degrees of the 
Church of England from the higheſt to the-loweſt, and 
never to be reconciled to them again, which they 
were all obliged to take, even to qualify themſelves WW 
for the meaneſt Offices either in Church or State, mili- 
tary or civil. The Sufferings of the Epiſcopal Clergy; i 
written in Folio, by Dr. Walker, cannot but draw i 
3 * Tears 
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Tears from. the Eyes of all who read it, and make 


i che Ears tingle of all-who hear it, and yet the tenth 
» WM Part is not told us. And we may. defy the Hiſtory of 
e all the Popiſb Perſecutions to produce a Parallel in any 
tone Country, or in all the Popiſb Countries in ſo ſhort 
« Ka Time. In their printed Pamphlets in thoſe Days, 
y they always declared againſt a Toleration or Liberty of 
© 8 Conſtience, as the Limb of Antichriſt, and the Spaton 
8 of the Devil, and their Actions declared, that they 
4. meant, as they ſaid. urn it will be objected, that 
ve theſe are only Expreſſions of a few private, hot headed 
; Perſons, for which the Publick was not . accountable. 
ez But to ſhew, that this was their unanimous Senſe, I 
jam forced to give this ſingle Inſtance. The Aſſembly 
-& J Divines who met at Weſtminſter, were then the Re- 
preſentatives of the whole Diſſenting Clergy, They 
made a Confeſſion of their Faith, in which they advance 
i the Power of Church Cenſures, and Excommunication 
23 4 high as any. They made a Directory for their 
* Worſhip, to reſtrain the Licentiouſneſs of their own 
i unlearned Teachers, which they knew to be intolera- 
= IF ble. They alſo made two Catechiſms called The Aſſem- 
8. = #!y's Shorter and larger Catechiſm, in which they ſhew- 
1. ed a ſound and ſolid Judgment in Divinity, and a- 
= gainſt which I have nothing to object. In ſhort, 
* their eminent Learning cauſed them to be in the 
ws Main of the beſt Temper, and greateſt Moderation 
al among the whole Body of the Clergy. They alſo 
ed made Annotations on the Old and New Teſtament, which 
in the Main are ſound and judicious; and we do not 
* find in any of their Writings, that they gave any En- 
. couragement to extempore Prayer, but reſtrained it as 
ſew much as they could. However, we may ſee their Sen- 
wa 8 ments upon the Point before us in (©) one Expreſ- 
_ on, which may ſerve for all, and therefore I ſhall re- 
0 IF peat it at large. They ſay, that As God is one Lord; ſo 
* 4 rs is one Faith in him, one Worſhip, and one Baptiſm, 
11 i Ph. iv. 4, 5, 6. Ir is aid of the Gods of the Heathens, 
"8 that they were good Fellows, and that they were content 


05 with 
( 2 The Aſſembly's Annotations on Exod. xii. 494 
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with a Shew of Worſhip, becauſe none at all is due unte 
them. For they are no gods, which are made with hands, 
Acts xix. 26. No more or better Gods are they, which 


are made with Brains, that is, with the vain Fancies and 


Imaginations of Men. (We all well know what they 


mean.) But he who is God indeed, will allow of no ſuch i 
Rivalſhip in his Service. For he requireth (as his Due) the 
Devotion of all the Heart, with all the Soul, and with al! 
the Mind, Matth. xxii. 37. And therefore be is a jealous 
God, Exod. xx. g. And if Men take any Part of that from 
bim, which (when it is whole and intire) is much too little 
for fo great a God, his Fealouſy then will be raiſed up to 
a wrathful Revenge. Ezra ix. 13, 14. Exod. xx. 3. 
Toleration thenof diverſe Religions is impious and dan- 


gerous. Impious (efpectally as ſome late Libertines have 


taught) if the maſt Paganiſh, Jewiſh, Turkiſh and An- 
tichriſtian Conſciences and Ways ſhould be permitted. For i 
fo, moſt horrid Blaſphemies againſt God, and his Son Chriſt i 
Jeſus ſhould be ſuffered. And dangerous, becauſe there- i 


by the Indignation of the Almighty may be much provoked, 
many Souls may be ſeduced to damnable Errors, and the 
Church and State rent into deſtruſtive Factions. It is con- 
trary to Luke xiv. 23. Rev. ii. 20. 1 Cor. i. 10, and iii. 
3, 4, 5. Mark iii. 22, to 28. Luke xi. 17. Phil. i. 27, 


Sc. the Epiſtle of St. Jude, and mam other Places of Scrip-. 


ture, which plainly taken together, do clearly evince a nega- 
tive Concluſion againſt Toleration 'of ſeveral Religions, 
where there is a Power in the Church and State to ſuppreſs 
all, but that which is true, and conſonant to the Scriptures. 
From their avowed Principles let us proceed to 
their Practices, which run parallel to (“) a Story re- 
corded in the Scriptures, That be children of Ammon 
and Moab ftood up againſt the Inhabitants of Mount Seir 
utterly to flay and deſtroy them ;, and when they had made 
an end of the Inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to de- 
roy another. Thus the Diſſenters unanimouſly agreed 
utterly to deſtroy the poor Remainder of the Church 
of England, and when they had gained their Point, 


they fell together by the Ears among themſelves. 7 


The Preſtyterians turned out all the Independents. 2 
aas: 


(% 2 Chron, xx. 23. 
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Independents rallied their Forces, and when they knew 
their Strength, they turned out all the Preſbyterians, 
and according to their uſual extempore Method they 
W frequently prayed to God, to rot, conſume, deſtroy 
and damn the oppoſite Party, whilſt both pretended 
to be guided and directed by the ſame Spirit, which 
is not at all improbable. | 
== The Preſbyterians thus finding themſelves utterly 
diſappointed, had no Remedy left, but to Join with 
the loyal Party for the Reſtoration of King Charles II. 
which is the ſame, as if a Man ſhould endeavour to 
fink a Ship, in which he and his Enemy were both 
XX embarked, that he might have the Satisfaction of their 
both Periſhing together. However they were ſo far 
in the Right, as to truſt to the Clemency of the Church 
of England, whom they had ſo long and ſo grievouſly 
7 provoked, rather than to truſt one another. Accord- 
ingly King Charles II. by a miraculous Providence, 
which brings Good out of Evil, came to the Throne 
of his Anceſtors without any Effuſion of Chriſtian 
8 Blood, and thereby our happy Conſtitution was reſtored 
both in Church and State. I know, that the Diſſen- 
ters are willing to have theſe Stories ſtifled and buried 
in Oblivion; but if they go on with their intended 
Projects, they may happen to have them revived. 
Upon this it was natural to expect, that all the 
Parts of our Conſtitution would make ſuch Laws, as 
they might think ſufficient for their common Securi- 
ty; which they did in the fourteenth Year of King 
WF Charles II. in two Acts of Parliament. The one is called 
De 49 of Uniformity, and the other An AF againſt 
= Conventicles, in which they explained what they meant 
by Conventicles, and what Penalties might be inflicted 
on ſuch, who did frequent them. And this is com- 
== monly called The Bartholomew Act. 
7 The D#ſſenters being thus outed from their Church 
Preferments, ſer up ſeparate Meetings in ſeveral Parts 
of this Kingdom. In their Prayers and Sermons they 
took an eſpecial Care to avoid all ſcurrilous, ſcan- 
dalous, and indeed all Manner of Reflections on the 
B Church 
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Church of England, Their chief Study and Aim was 
to preach Chrift crucified, and the fundamental Doc- 


trines of Chriſtianity, by which alone we can be ſaved. 


And the Laity (to the immortal Credit of both be it 
ſpoken) generally led religious, exemplary and con- 
{cientious Lives, inſomuch that moſt People looked 
upon them to be honeſt, well meaning, though miſ- 
taken Perſons, and ſuch who deſerved rather to be 
pitied than puniſhed, and therefore we hear of few 
or no Proſecutions againſt any of them, until the 
latter End of King Charles II's Reign. | 

But a Deſign being laid to bring in Popery in the 
Reign of his Suceeſſor, ſome few furious and unthink- 
ing Perſons, were ſtirred up in ſeveral Parts of this 
Kingdom to put the Laws in Execution againſt the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. The Deſign was deeply laid to 
ſet us at Variance among our ſelves, thereby to ſerve 
the Deſigns of our Enemies, and make us their Tools 
to devour and ruin one another. However the com- 


mon Clamours and Outcries againſt the Church of Eng- 


land were revived, that it was a Relict of Popery, that 
our Liturgy was only a Part of the Maſs Book, that 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was Idolatry, and 
all her Members were Popiſbly affected, without Tak- 
ing any Notice of the many Vindications printed on 
that Occaſion, that we had laid aſide all the Errors 
and Superſtitions of that Church, that moſt of the 
Compilers of our Liturgy ſealed to the Truth of it with 
their Blood in Queen Mary's Reign, and that the 
preſent Members of our Church retained the ſame Sen- 
timents with their Anceſtors, as it afterward appeared. 
But what Fence can be made againſt the Inventors 
of Lies and Scandals? And thus our Affairs ſtood at 
the Death of King Charles II. 

When King Fames II. came to the Throne, he re- 
ſolved to entail Popery and Slavery upon us, as faſt 
as he could. But notwithſtanding all theſe popular 


Clamouis, his Creatures well knew, that the Church of 


England was the only Bulwark againſt them, that it 


was too ſtrong to be attacked by open F c 
; 2 there- 
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therefore they muſt endeavour to undermine it. They 
knew, that our Members wanted neither Zeal nor 
Arguments to ſupport our Cauſe, and therefore their 
WW only Method muſt be to let the Diſſenters looſe, like 
Jo many Lions or Bears upon us, whilſt they were to 
lay the after Game. Accordingly King James quickly 
oroclaimed a Liberty of Conſcience to all the Diſſenters, 
ot doubting but they would take that Opportunity 
ro act againſt us without any Conſcience at all. After 
his he. publiſhed a ſecond Declaration to the ſame 
Purpoſe, which was ordered to be read in all Parochial 
Churches. Very few of the Epiſcopal Clergy (if any) 
ead it. Seven of our Biſhops petitioned the King a- 
iinſt it, in which they declared, that they did it not 
Nut of any Diſreſpect to the Diſſenters, with whom they 
ould willingly come into a proper Temper, whenever that 
Hair ſbould be debated and ſettled in Parliament. For 
his they were ſent to the Tower, and afterward ar- 
aigned and tried at the King's Bench Bar in Weſtmin- 
gr, where their Cauſe was learnedly argued by Coun- 


Reign four Members of the Univerſity of Oxford 
Hurn'd Papiſts, and had a Diſpenſation from him for 
He ſame, with an Order that one of them ſhould keep 
n- Nis Headſhip, and the other three their Fellowſhips 
d. n their reſpective Colleges. After this, upon the 
eath of the Preſident of Magdalen College in Oxford, 
he King contrary to Law ſent a Mandamus for the 
hooſing of a Popiſh Succeſſor, and when it was re- 
uſed, all the Fellows and Scholars were forcibly turn- 
out, and profeſſed Papiſts were put into their Pla- 
ss; ſo that our Liturgy was laid aſide, and the Maſs 
ail and publickly uſed inſtead of it. And upon 
% he Death of the Dean of Chriſt Church in Oxford, the 
q Nomination being in the King, he appointed alſo a 


op1ſn Succeſſor, by which Means Maſs was publickly 
| OT B 2 celebrated 
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celebrated in the College, though not in the Chapel. 
In ſhort, Maſs Houſes were ſet up in moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom. A Standing-Army was kept to force Po- 
pery upon us, and ſoon after ſeveral Regiments of 
Triſh Papiſts were raiſed, and brought over from Ire- 
land for the ſame Purpoſe. Thus the Storm fell very 
heavily upon the Church of England, and we were in 
continual Danger of being maſſacred for our Religion. 
But what did the Diſſenters do all this While? Truly, 
they, like Gallio, ſeemed to care for none of theſe things, 
They addreſſed the King from all Parts of the King- 
dom to thank him for his gracious Indulgence. They 
promiſed to ſtand by him with their Lives and For- 
tunes, and to give their Votes, and uſe their utmoſt 
Intereſt with his Party to procure ſuch Members of ³ 
Parliament, as ſhould repeal the 7c and penal Laws, 
which under God was the only Security that we had 
at that Time, to prevent Popery from coming in like 
an overbearing Flood upon us. And it muſt be ſaid, 
that upon all thofe Occaſions, they were true to their 
Word. And now the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land exerted themſelves in Anſwering all the Popiſb 
Books, which were printed at that Time, and to their 
immortal Honour confuted that Religion with ſuck 
ſolid Arguments, as never could, and, never will be 
anſwered. Their Writings fill ſeveral large Volumes 
in Folio, and in a ſmall Print, when there were but 
two Books printed by the Diſſenters on theſe Subjects, 
and both might then be bought for. eighteen Pence. 
But now, though they hardly wrought one hour, except 
to ruin us, they would fain be equal to thoſe, who have 
born the burden and heat of the day for our common 
Preſervation. Their common Diſcourſe at that Time 
was, that if they had but the Liberty to worſhip 
God according to their own Conſciences, they ſhould 
not only be eaſy, quiet and contented, but alſo very 
_ thankful, and never deſire any farther Favour, becauſe 
they knew they deſerved none. They punctually per- 
formed their Promiſe to the Papiſts. But how they 
have performed their Promiſes to others, and what Re- 

turns 
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turns they: have made for the real Favours, which they 
have received, will appear from the following Hiſtory. 

When King William, our glorious Deliverer, ſet 
us free from the Danger of Popery and' Slavery, the 


Wind turned about, and the Diſſenters in England 
well knew, how to turn about with every Wind. 


They then joined with the Church Members in addreſ- 
ſing the King from all Parts of the Kingdom, and, I 
believe, very heartily, as they had good Reaſon to 
do. But in Scotland Affairs took another Turn: Here 
they had not the Majority, there they had, and 
quickly took Care to let the World know it. So 
that the firſt Thing, which they did, was to declare, 
that they would not acknowledge King Milliam tor 
their King, unleſs he would utterly aboliſh all the 
Orders and Degrees of the Church of England, among 
them, and put the Dzſſenters at once into the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of all their Churches, threatning, that in Caſe of 
Refuſal, they would chuſe another. King William 
knew very well the formidable Power of France, and 


chat the Oppoſing it would admit of no Delay, nor 


Debates, leſt the Low Countries ſhould be ſwallowed 
up by that devouring Monarch; fo that he was re- 
duced to the unhappy Neceſſity of Granting it, and 
he granted it accordingly. Upon this they immedi- 
ately turned them all out, with the ſame Violence, 
as they uſed formerly in all Parts of theſe Kingdoms, 
leaving the poor Clergy to beg their Bread in England, 
and in other Parts, where they could find it. The 
Mob was let looſe upon them wherever they went. 


Some they mocked, at others they caſt Stones, others 


they beat, and ſent them all away miſerably handled. 
Here was another Tragedy like the former in England. 
The Conſequences of which with ſome other of 
their Proceedings will be afterwards mentioned. 

As ſoon as King William and Queen Mary were ſet- 
tled on the Throne, they took Care to procure an 
Att of Parliament in Favour of the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
bers, which we call The Toleration Af. This was in 
itſelf a good and ſeaſonable A, and it is heartily 

\ | wiſhed 


14 Serious Apvicr t the DissENTERs: 


wiſhed, that it was obſerved according to the true 
Intent and Meaning of it. But this did not lon 
ſatisfy the Diſſenters. They longed for Places of 
Truſt, Honour, Profit and Authority, which was ne- 
ver intended for them, and ſoon found out a Way to 
obtain them by an occaſional Conformity in receiving the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper kneeling in the Church ' 
of England, which according to their Language is oc- 
caſional Idolatry. But any Thing for Profit and Ho- 
nour. They put their Intereſt into one Side of the 
Scale, and their Conſcience and Religion into the 
other. And here Intereſt happens to outweigh Con- 
ſcience, and ever ſince Religion ſeems but a light and 
vain Thing among them, and neyer recovered to be, 
as it was before. Thus they det their firſt Love. And 
as Liberty of Conſcience abuſed made them graſs Hy- 
pocrites; ſo it is to be feared, that the Repealing of 
the Teſt and Corporation Ats will make them down- 
right Atheiſts. 

However their Teachers were not ſo ſqueamiſh in 
this Caſe, as it was thought that they would have 
been. The chief Argument, and that which lay moſt 
at Heart, was, If the Congregation could have more 
Money by Places, they ſhould get more Money by 
Contributions, and therefore they muſt encourage 
them in it. And this ſeemed to be unanſwerable at 
that Time. But the Event proved contrary to their 
Expectation, Many of thoſe who received the Sa- 
crament, found, that there was nothing ſo dreadful in 
our Liturgy, and nothing of Idolatry in our Celebra- 
tion of our Lord's Supper, as it was repreſented, and 


inſtead of occaſional they became conſtant Confor- 
miſts. The Preachers ſeeing that the Hopes of their 


(©) Gains was going off, began to think, that this 
would never do, the craft by which they had their 
wealth, was in danger to be ſet at nought, they ſhould. 
e deſpiſed, and their magnificence ſhould be deſtroyed, 
and now they groaned, Oh our Chriſtmaſs Box! our 
for Cirijtmaſs Box! So that now they muſt unteach 
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what they had taught before, and make that an Abo- 
mination, which at firſt was highly commendable. 
And the Laity muſt not in Conſcience qualify them- 
ſelves for Offices, becauſe the Teachers could not in 
Conſcience run the Riſque of Loſing their Incomes. 
Let us now view the Arguments, ,which they be- 
fore urged in Vindication of occaſional Conformity. 
The firſt was the Example of St. Paul in () circum- 
ciſing Timothy, and (* ) purifying himſelf in the temple. 
But this did not come up to the Purpoſe. It would 
have been very material, if they could have proved, 
that the Apoſtles or any other Chriſtians obſerved the 
XS 7ewiſb Paſſover to qualify themſelves for any Offices 
in the Jewiſh State; but unleſs they had proved this, 
they proved nothing. The next is what St. Paul ſaid 
of himſelf () I have made myſelf ſervant to all, that 
T might gain the more (which according to their Inter- 
pretation muſt be, Gaining more Places of Profit and 
Truſt, and Money into their Pockets.) And unto the 
Fes I became as a Jew, that I might gain (from) the 
Fes, to them that are under the law, as under the law, 
bat 1 might gain (from) them, who are under the law. 
To them that are without law, as without law (being not 
== w7hout law io God, but uuder the law to Chriſt) that I 
= ight gain (from) them, that are without law. To the 
weak became 1 as weak, that 1 might gain (from) the 
weak. I am made all things to all men, that I might 
all means gain ſome (Money.) But ſince the Apoſtle 
tells us in the next Verſe, that this he did not for In- 
tereſt, but for the Goſpels ſake, that others alſo might 
be partakers thereof, this ſpoils their Interpretation. 
10 this may be added the Example of Sz. Peter, (1) 
who before that certain came from James, did eat with 
the Gentiles , but when they came, he withdrew and ſepa-- 
rated himſelf, fearing thoſe, which were of the circum- 
9 ciſion. And the other Fews diſſembled likewiſe with him; 
= :/omuch that Barnabas alſo was carried away with their 
0 diſſimulation. But in this St. Paul withſtood St. Peter to 
© of the 


(f) Ad, xvi. 3. () 1 Cor. ix. 14, 20, 


3 (*) Acts xxi. 24, 26. 
2, 22, 23. 


(*) Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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the Face, becauſe he was to be blamed, and ſaid, that he 
walked not uprightly, and according to the truth of the 
Goſpel; and this ſpoils the other Interpretation. It 
would have been more material to have alledged (*) 
the Example of Naaman the Syrian, "who bowed him 
ſelf in the houſe of Rimmon to keep the Place which 
he had got under his Maſter; but J do not find, that 
they inſiſted upon it. | 4 
Theſe Practices occaſioning popular Diſcontents 
brought on an A againſt occaſional Conformity in 
Queen Anne's Reign, which was moſt violently oppo- 
fed by the Lay Diſſenters, as if their Great Goddeſs 
Diana, or their All was at ſtake; which ſhewed, that 
the Laity could eaſily have been brought to a Com- 
pliance, if either the Pape from abroad, or their 
Teachers at home (which might have been as well) 
would have given them a Diſpenſation. « 
However the Act was paſſed with the utmoſt Dif- 
ficulty, and long Oppoſition: The Dzſſenters now have 
another Stratagem. The Succeſſion to the Crown was 
ſettled on the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, which 
brought King George I. and his Family to it, and 
I pray God, that his Poſterity may continue in it to 
the End of the World. The Dzſſexrers ſlily and craftily 
inſinuate themſelves into the good Opinion of Baron 
Bothmar, his late Majeſty's Embaſſador in Great Bri- i 
tain to Queen Anne, and took Care to infinuate alſo into 
him, that all the Church of England in general were 
in the Intereſt of the Pretender, and that they were 
the only Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; and he 
being deluded took Care to inſtil the ſame Notion WW 
into his Maſter. This Proceeding of the Diſſenters 
was baſe, ungrateful, ſpiteful, ſcandalous, falſe, ſly, 
undermining, and malicious. But what will they not 
do for their good old Cauſe, as they called it.“ The 1 
Church of England Members, little ſuſpecting the 
Snake in the Graſs, knew nothing of it, and ſo had 
no Opportunity to vindicate themſelves, and they 
were condemned as guilty without a Hearing. But the 
true By 


(*) 2 Kings v. 18. 
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true Caſe was this. The Nation is divided into ſeve- 
ral Parties. One are Papiſts. Theſe by Principle 


are againſt the Government. Another are Nonjurors, 
N who may incline the ſame Way. Theſe are now but 


few, and theſe we give up, both of them being none 


of us. Another Part are of the Church of England 
and another Part are Diſſenters. As to the Members 
of the Church of England, they can vie with any 
other for Loyalty. It was a Church of England Par- 
liament, which ſettled the Succeſſion, as now it is. 
lt is a Church of England Parliament which gives 
Supplies to carry on the War. The whole Enghi/b 
\rmy, which fought for our Liberties, are of the 
ame Church, very few excepted. If any Members 
f the Church of England are uneaſy, they are as far 
from deſiring a Popiſh Government, as they always 
eg were, and their Uneaſineſs is occaſioned, becauſe the 
== D:ſenters will not let us be at quiet, and are ſtill in- 
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croaching upon us, and undermining of us. But it 
is now come to that Paſs, that whoever is uneaſy at 


heir Practices, is repreſented. as diſaffected to the 
s overnment, as if they were our Governors, or what 


hey aim to be. And we cannot but be uneaſy at 
che Thoughts of it, becauſe we always found, that 
= their tender Mercies towards us are cruel, Thus (') 
Zia by falſe Suggeſtions and ly Inſinuations, ren- 
gdered Mephiboſheth odious to King David; but it 
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was not any Zeal to him or his Family, that prompted 
him to it, but a covetous Deſire to get the other's 
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Eſtate to himſelf, and he ſucceeded ſo far in his De- 
ſign, as () to get Half of what he aimed at, though 
he could not obtain the Whole. And that was too 
much, ſince he deſerved rather to be puniſhed than 
= rewarded for his Pains. 

. Let us now ſee, what () the Diſſenters have done. 
1 cannot find one Act of Loyalty in King William or 
een Anne's Reign, but what was common to others, 
1 | . 8 
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or what they could not avoid, ſuch as Paying of 
Taxes, Cc. and this cannot be reckoned as a Merit. 
In the latter End of Queen Anne's Reign there were 
ſtrange Advances to lay aſide the Succeſſion in the 
Houſe of Hanover, and as moſt People think, to 
bring in the Pretender. The Diſſenters were uneaſy 
at them, and ſo was the Church of England too, as 
much as they. Their Loyalty was only a Pretence, 
by which they impoſed on the late King and Baron 
Botbmar. However their Plot took Effect, and they 
ſucceeded in a Law to repeal the A againſt Occaſional 
Conformity. So that it appears, that their Service, 
ſuch as it was, was not intended for nothing. But 
N 


though we grant, that the Miniſtry were then en- 

aged in an ill Deſign; yet how doth that affect 
the whole Body ? If a Conſpiracy was formed againſt 
the preſent Czarina of Muſcovy, muſt that affect the 
whole Greek Church? If a few Diſſenters were in a 4 
Plot, muſt the whole Body be blamed ? We can 
only ſay, Let the Guilty ſuffer the Law, and let the 
Innocent be cleared. But to come lower down. 
When there was a Deſign of Exciſing Wine and 
Tobacco, did they not revile the Government, as | 
much as any others? Did they not ſhew themſelves i 
Men of like Paſſions with others? And that if any 
Thing of theirs was touched, they would abuſe the 
Government as much as others? They are very much 
belied, if this was not the Caſe in England. 

And now let us go into Scotland. Here we find 
their Loyalty to King George I. in Raiſing above 
ten thouſand Men under the Command of the Ear! i 
of Marr in Rebellion againſt him, until they were 
routed by the Engliſh Forces at the Battle of Dux- 
Plain. This encouraged the Pretender to land among 
them, and we do not find that they raiſed any Forces 
to oppoſe him, nor that one City ſhut. their Gates 

- againſt him. On the other Hand, he was proclaimed 
as their King, a rich Crown was made for him, and 
every Thing prepared for a ſolemn Coronation, and 
he was received in the Univerſity of Aberdeen * 9 
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it. all the Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable, and pub- 


lick Speeches on that Occaſion. And were not the 
8 D:/enters in England wholly neuter ? Did they ever 
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4 , and did nothing, that they might ſee the Event, 
nd join with the ſtrongeſt Side. So that the Caſe 
omes to this at laſt, The Scotch Preſbyterian Army 


ce, f England Army drove him out. | 
But Let us next ſee their Loyalty in England. The 
en- ile Books printed againſt Monarchy ſhew their Tem- 


er. We had firſt The ſecret Hiſtory of the four laſt 


nſt eigne, viz. King James I. King Charles I. King Charles 
l. and King James II. And all this muſt be de- 
— . 

ogned to ſhew, that all Monarchs are alike to them, 
can ⸗Mnd that if King William would not do, as they would 
the have him, whilſt he was alive, they would reproach 


vn. is Memory, when he was dead, which was the 


ind Worſt, that they could do. To carry this farther we 
as e had Kaſbworth's Collections of the Proceedings of 
ves e Parliament in Oliver's Time, who was their Clerk. 
any ut this being too tedious, and too candid, they 
the nuſt go to France for freſh Supplies, and Rapin's 


ory of England, muſt be tranſlated and printed 
ere, as if we had not Hiſtorians enough of our 
un Nation, and we may be ſure to find nothing 
Ja that Treatiſe in Favour of the Eugliſp Monarchy. 
And becauſe all this is too little to do Miſchief, the 


5 
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ere Hiſtory of Oldmixon, a Diſſenter, muſt bring up the 
un- ear to the preſent Times, whoſe Pen was dipt in 
ng all inſtead of Ink, and plainly ſhewed, what he 
-ces ould be at. | 


But it may be aſked, How doth it appear, that 
e. D:erters had a Hand in all this? I anſwer, from 
eir former and preſent, both Practices and Princi- 
7 ples. They will be apt to ſay, that this Book was 
ritten by ſome Clergyman of the Church of England, 
ot they have only the ſame Proof of this, as we 
1 : | 55 have 


im with their Lives and Fortunes? They only ſtood 


Noucght to bring the Pretender in, and the Church 


8 
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have of the other. And they may as well father 
this Treatiſe upon a Diſſenter, as they can father 
the pvp upon any Members of the Church of 
F * | 

Bur now let us come to the Obſervation of the 
thirtieth Day of January. If it happens on a Week- 
Day, they do not preach upon it, or ſhew any pub- 
lick Obſervance of it, neither is it expected, that 
they ſhould ; but it is expected, that they ſhould be 
ſilent. On the other Hand they had formerly, and 
ſince the Revolution, a mock Feaſt, or Supper on 
this Day upon a Calve's Head, which was called, 
The Calve s Head Club; ſo that they had rather turn 
Cannibals, and prey upon their own Species, than not 
ſnhew their Approbation of the Fact. However, this 
being too ſcandalous to be continued, hath been laid 
aſide for ſeveral Years. But if the thirtieth Day of 
January happens to be upon a Sunday, their Preachers 
are even with us, witneſs a Sermon printed on (*) this 
Text, The curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come, and another 
on () this, The Fews laid many and grievous complaints 
againſt Paul, which they could not prove, while he an- 
ſevered for himſelf, neither againſt the law of the Jews, 
neither againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Ceſar have 
JI offended any Thing at all. Any one may fee, that 
the Words of the Texts lead them to diſcourſe on 
theſe Particulars. Firſt, That the Beheading of King 
Charles I. was not contrary to the Laws of the Land. 
Secondly, That the total Subverſion of Monarchy 
was no Offence to the Royal Dignity. Thirdly, 
That the total Subverſion of Epiſcopacy and all Or- 
ders among us was no Offence to the Church. Fourth- 
ly, That the Reproaches caſt upon them on this Ac- 
count are cauſeleſs, and not to be valued. Theſe I 
leave to the Reader to anſwer. And laſtly, If it was 
an Offence, their Forefathers, and not they were 
guilty of it. To this I anſwer, that they might be 
excuſed, if they did any Way declare their Abhor- 


rence of the Facts, if they did only ſay with the 
Fes, 


(*) Prov. xxix. 2. (*) Acts xxv. 7, 8. 
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Jews, (4) F we had lived in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets, it might be ſufficient. But as long as 
they continue to vindicate the Facts by the Methods 
before mentioned, and their Preachers extenuate their 
Crimes from their Pulpits, they . muſt excuſe us, if 
we bring them in guilty together with their Anceſtors, 
and ſay, that they are witneſſes to themſelves, that they 
are the children of them, who killed the prophets, and 
only want to fill up the meaſure of their fathers. Several 
of them have pleaded for the utter Aboliſhing of the 
Obſervation of the thirtieth Day of January, becauſe 
they who were guilty, are dead and gone long ſince. 
But if this Argument is of any Force, it will plead 
more ſtrongly for Aboliſhing the Obſervation of the 
fifth Day of November, becauſe that happened above 
forty Years before the other. Thus the ſame Argu- 
ment, which would leſſen the Abhorrence of our Di/- 
ſentions, will alſo leſſen our Abhorrence of Popery. 
But I think, that we ſhould continue the Obſervation 
of both ; becauſe the Men of the ſame Principles in 
both Reſpects continue ſtill among us. 

And now let us return to what was mentioned 
before, and view their Affection to the Church of 
England. When King George I. came to the Throne, 
the Act againſt Occaſional Conformity was repealed by 
the falſe and ſubtle Inſinuations of the Diſſenters to 
that King, and their Teachers declared the Lawfulneſs 

of it. They thought, that by his Craft they ſhould 
gain more Wealth. If the Laity grew rich by this 
Method, they. might enlarge their Boxes, whilſt the 
others enlarged their Barns, and ſo it was a comforta- 
ble Doctrine to both, and they well knew the Uſe 
and Application of it. ö 

However, Things happened contrary to Expecta- 
tion. Many of their Chief, who conformed occaſio- 
nally, did afterward conform conſtantly, and thought 
it not proper to pay in both Places. Their Teachers 
then tack d about. They ſaw, that this would not 

̃ do, 


(4) Match. xxiii. 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. 
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do, and that the very Thing, which (as they thought) 
would prove for their Wealth, did prove unto them an 
Occaſion of Falling, fo that they muſt preach down, 
what they preached up before. And now as the 
Church of Rome locks up the Scriptures in an unknown 
Tongue from the common People; ſo they muſt 
lock up their Congregations from Going to Church 
for the ſame Reaſon, that is, leſt they ſhould ſee their 
Errors. Thus their Teachers cry down Occaſional Con- 
formity for their own Intereſt... Their Hearers mind 
them, when they have no Place of Profit in View; 
but when that happens, they cry, This is a hard Say- 
ing, who can bear it? Religion is become nothing 
but Intereſt. And why ſhould not the Hearers mind 
their own Intereſt as well as their Preachers? And ſo - 
ſtands the Caſe at this. Time. | | 

And now it will be aſked, why they did not get 
the Teſt and Corporation Af repealed, ſoon after they 
had repealed the Act againſt Occaſional Conformity, and 
when they knew their own Strength ? To this I an- - 
ſwer, That they would have done it, if they could, 
and attempted it to the uttermoſt. But their Friends 
in the Houſe of Commons conſidered, that if theſe 
were let farther into Places, they themſelves would 
have the leſs Proſpect, and anſwered them with Not 
ſo, leſt there be not enough for us and you. The Lord 
Barrington, a profeſſed Diſſenter, Sir Charles Wager 
and others, whom they depended on, told them, that 
they had done enough for them at the Preſent, and 
if they proceeded any farther, it might be apt to put 
the Nation in a Ferment. That, tg large Steps 
would ſpoil all, and do themſelves a Miſchief at laſt, 
and therefore they ſhould oppoſe it. Thus Religion 
is the grand Pretence; but Selt-Intereſt is at the Bot- 
* of all. And this dropt the Attempt for that 

ime. 

But ſince the Toleration AF they had another Ar- 
tifice, which was to engage the Clergy of the Church 
of England in Controverſy with them by Letters from 
one to another, and ſo both were printed, Thus Dr. 

2 I Bennet, 
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Bennet, Dr. Welles, Dr. Hole, Mr. Lacey, and others, 
were engaged againſt Mr. Shepperd, Mr. Doyley, Mr. 
Moor, and Mr. England, &c. But the Event was, 
that the Diſſenters were utterly baffled. They found, 
that they had neither good Arguments, nor ſound 
Learning enough to maintain their Cauſe, and ſo 
this Attempt, like the Calve's Head Club, was laid 
aſide. 'F | 
Their next Artifice was to abuſe the Toleration AF, 
by introducing from thence all Sorts of Toleration 
whatſoever, contrary to the very Deſign of the A. 
Thus () their Liberty is made an occaſion for the 
fleſh, and (*) a cloak of maliciouſneſs, and is intended 


to bring over all Diſſenters, all Jews, Turks, Infidels, | 


and Hereicks, all Athiſts, Deiſts, and Freethinkers, all 
Methodiſts and Morabians, and whatever elſe can be 
ſtarted up, into their Party, that ſo, if poſſible, they 
may out do us with their Numbers, and ruin us at 
laſt, All theſe will gladly be exempted from all 
Laws, Pains, and Penalties. They will gladly be 
united with them upon theſe Terms. And for this 
Purpoſe their univerſal Toleration, farther than the 
Law allows, is exactly calculated in all their printed 
Sermons and Diſcourſes on this Subject. 

And indeed we have been long peſtered with Diſ- 
courſes of this Nature. One would think by them, 
that the poor Diſſenters are in a deplorable Condition, 
and that the Church of England was the moſt perſecu- 
ting Church in the World. That in every Market 
Town there was a Rack to torment them, in every 
City there was a Smithfield to burn them, and in every 
Pariſh there was a Gallows to hang them. Dr. Grof. 
venor, who is reckon'd to be a Man of the greateſt 
Temper and Moderation among them, in his Sermon 
againſt the Perſecutions ofthe Church of Rome, brings in 
the Kings and Biſhops of the Church of England as 
_ roaring Lions, but he takes no Notice of his own 
Party in this Nation, becauſe they were always inno- 
cent Lambs. He begins with the Keformation, and 

| brings 
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brings the Tragedy down to the Star Chamber. He 
might have gone a little lower, and ſpoken of Taz 
GREAT REBELL1ON, and the Conſequences of it, 
which occaſioned more Perſecutions than all which 
have happened from all the Proteſtants ever ſince the 
Reformation. But he was not willing to defile his 
own Neſt, and ſo he paſſed it over with a profound 
Silence, But what means all this Outcry ? Are any 
of them moleſted ? Is there any Harm done them, or 
intended, if they can but be quiet? Every Body 


knows, that the Charge is impudent, falſe and ſcan- 


dalous, and that there 1s no Occaſion for ſuch Pam- 
phlets, which are only laugh'd at, and ſpoils the 
Credit of every Thing elſe, which they tell us. But 
here they act like froward Brats, who kick, pinch, 
ſcratch, roar, and cry, as if they were murder'd, 
when no Body hurts them, and the only Reaſon is, 
becauſe they cannot have their own Wills in every 
Thing. They would fain repreſent all the Members 
of the Church of England as ſo many mad Dogs, and 

then ſet-all the Country upon them to worry them, 
and run them down. « 

To gain their Ends more effectually, Mr. Fofter 
prints two Volumes of Sermons. One of them was 
() againſt Hereſy, in which he endeavours to prove, 
that no one ought to be proſecuted for the vileſt Opi- 
nions, but before one who knows the Heart, or God 


alone. This was the conſtant Plea of all Hereticks in 


all Ages. Dr. Stebbing engages in the Controverſy. 
The Diſſenters laugh in their Sleeves and ſtand on 
Tiptoe, to ſee the Event of their Great Goliab en- 
tring the Liſt, and defying the armies of the living 
God. They now conclude, that if they can but de- 
moliſh the Authority of the Biſhops, they might 
more readily ſtrike at. their Order. Mr. Foſter mana- 
ged his Cauſe with all the Arguments, which could 
be urged, and never wanted Words to expreſs him- 
ſelf, But he was ſoon forced to change his Opi- 

. nions 

(*) Vol. I. Sermon en Titus iii. 10, 11, 
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nions (*) from one to another, as a Bankrupt Debtor 
runs from Houſe to Houſe for Fear of being caught, 
and at laſt gives up the Cauſe. | 

And now let us ſee the Conſequences of theſe 
Proceedings. The D#ſſenters have no Power nor Au- 
thority to ſuppreſs theſe Things, and (as I believe) 
no Inclination to it. Though the vileſt, abſurdeſt, 
and moſt monſtrous Opinions in the World, and freſh 
ones every Day are daily ſtarted ; yet they muſt go on 
without Controul. There is no King in their rae, 
and every Man is at Liberty to do whatever is right; 
and preach whatever is good in their own Eyes. In- 
deed, ſometimes the Congregation have been ſo of- 
fended with an heretical Preacher, as to withdraw 
their Subſcriptions, and turn him out. This hath hap- 
pened in Tome few Places, and to their Credit it may 
be ſpoken. But the Examples are ſo few, the Judges 
ſo unfit, and the Artifices of heretical Teachers ſo 
many, that the Remedy is not equal to the Diſeaſe. 
Formerly the Preſbyterians had ſome Authority, which 
was lodged in thoſe, that they called The Aſſembly of 
Divines ; but that is all loſt long ago: The Preſoyte- 
rians are all turned Tndependents, and their Teachers 
are willing that it ſhall be ſo, that they may be abſo- 
lutely under no Controul nor Subjection. Now an 
Independent Church, or a divided Unity is to me a Con- 
tradition. It is the ſame, as if we ſhould call a 
Line of Sand a Rope, or a Heap of Stones a regular 
Building, or that a Body, which is cut in Pieces, and 
hath no regular Connexion. It is like ſerving the God 
of Order without any Order at all. And it is like 
making Cbriſt the Head of a Body, all whoſe Parts 
are of the ſame Kind, call them Eyes, Ears, Tongues, 
Hands or Feet, or any Thing elſe, what you will. 
And this is the Condition, to which they are bring- 
ing themſelves, as faſt as they can. WER 

Secondly, The Conſequence is as bad in other Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Affairs. The turning Liberty into a gene- 

SR „ e 
(*) Sed tamen eventus veſtra, fortiſſime, pugnæ 
Vis fuit? alter abit violatus vulnere nullo. Ovid. Miram. lib. 13. 
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taken by ſome, who refuſe the Antidote, and by 


Miſchief done is inexpreſſible. Some deny, that God 


| Church of England may ſeem but a ſmall Thing to 


Crime, there is ſuch an Outcry, as if all the Perſecu- 
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ral Licentiouſneſs hath brought in ſuch a Licentiouſneſs 
of the Preſs, as was never known, ſince it firſt began. 
We have now the Authority of the ſacred Scriptures 
called in Queſtion, the Divinity of Our Saviour de- 
nied, all the worſt of Vices encouraged under The 
Fable of the Bees, the Government of God in the Care 
of the World expoſed, the Eternity of Hell Tor- 
ments exploded, and God repreſented as all Love, 
Goodneſs and Mercy without any Regard to his infi- 
nite Juſtice, as if there was no ſuch Thing as a fu- 
ture Judgement, or a future Puniſhment, but only 
future Rewards. And all theſe Things are generally 
treated with the utmoſt Sophiſtry and Ridicule, which 
the Devil can invent. All theſe Sorts of Books are 
greedily bought up by Atheiſts, Deiſts, Arians, Soci- 
nians, Freethinkers, Libertines and others, to confirm 
them in their Opinions and Hereſies, and harden 
them in their Vices, and then they lend their Books 
to others, for the ſame Purpoſe. The Poiſon is 


others, who know not where it 1s, or cannot come at 
it. The Nation now ſwarms with ſuch Monſters in 
every Corner, and even among the politer Sort, who 
ſet up to be the greateſt Maſters of Reaſon. The 


takes Notice of what 1s done in this World, becauſe 
they wiſh it was ſo. Others deny the Authority of 
the Scriptures, becauſe they curb them in their Vices. 
All this may juſtly provoke God to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of his Providence, his Son, and his ſacred Writings, 
and fo deliver us over for a Time to be ſcourged by 
our common Enemies, that we may learn not to blaf- 
pheme. And this is the Caſe, which the Diſſenters ate 
bringing in upon us by an unbounded Licentiouſneſs. 
The Relaxing of all Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline in the 


ſome, and is wiſhed for by others. If a Perſon is 
puniſhed in the Biſhop's Court for the moſt notoriqus 


tions of the Church of Rome were coming at once u 
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on the whole Nation. Theſe popular Clamours art- 
fully raiſed, and induſtriouſly ſpread have relaxed 
their Authority ; ſo that they they think it not pru- 
dent to put that little, which ſtill remains, in its due 
Force, for Fear of a popular Odium, and the Con- 
ſequences T it. From hence ſprings up ſuch a Par- 
cel of new Sects, one of Henly, another of the two 
Walleys, another of Seagrave, another of Whitefield, 
and another of the Moravians, and any Butcher or 
Collier, or others of mean Employments may begin 
a new Sect, in any Place without any Ordination or 
Licence at all, blaſphemouſly pretending a Call from 
Cod. They are all divided among themſelves, but 
all united in Conſpiring the Ruin of the Church of 
England by their ſubtil, violent, bitter, and unchriſ- 
tian Practices. And ſeveral of theſe Searies were 


bred up and ordained in the Church of England. All 


the Diſſenters ſaw this with Aged enough. 

They naturally thought, that if we fought with one 
another, they might have an Opportunity of Running 
away with the Bone. Afterward followed Field Preach- 
ing. This was very pleaſing to them, and looked up- 
on to be a very good Omen, becauſe it was ſo before 
the Civil Wars, when they got all the Power into 
their own Hands, which they now aim at: However 
though their Numbers daily increaſe, and may grow 
formidable; yet it affects them more than us. Theſe 
Sects were begun by Enthufiaſm, Extempore Prayers, 
and Preaching. This had not ſo much Effect upon the 
Church of England, becauſe they were uſed to another 
Method; but it caught the Diſſenters in their own 


Snare, inſomuch that three to one of the Separati/t3, 


in Compariſon. of Church Men, are gone off to them. 

So that the Congregations of the Diſſenters leſſen, and 
their Teachers are as much affected with it, as the 
City Lecturers. And now. their Teachers begin to 
wiſh, that they had never been ſet up, being very 
much concerned for their own Incomes. But there 1s 
no Remedy. They muſt go on and proſper accord- 
ing to the Diſſenters Principles. A this is the un- 
8 D 2 happy 
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happy Condition, to which they have reduced them- 
ſelves. 
And this is the Caſe alſo in the State. The Re- 
laxing the Rules of the Church hath occaſioned the 
Relaxing of the Laws of the other. Indeed where 
Vices affect human Intereſt, the Offenders. are often 
proſecuted and brought to Juſtice; but when the 
Glory of God is concerned, there is no Care taken to 
reſerve it. The Magiſtrates care for none of theſe 
hings, but love to have as little Trouble as poſſi- 
ble. The Societies for Reformation of Manners are 
diſſolved, and the very Name of an Informer is be- 
come odions, Now. Whoredom, Adultery, Drunken- 
neſs, and Profanzng of the Lord's Day, ride trium- 
phant in Deſpight of the Laws, The deteſtable Sin 
of Sodomy, which before was ſeldom named, and Peo- 
ple hardly knew, what it meant, is now grown com- 
mon. A Man cannot go into the Streets, or ſcarcely 
into an Alehouſe, but he hears ſuch Oaths and Curſes 
of all Sorts, both old and newly invented, as are 
enough to make the Ears tingle, and the Heart ake. 
And this is the Effect of an unbounded Taleration. 
And in this Caſe the Diſſenters have a particular 
Cauſe to complain. Before the Toleration Ad was . 
ed, they had a Shew of Religion at the leaſt; but 
8 that it was then real. But ſince there h afh been 
a wotul Degeneracy among them, which they wil 
t deny. Before, they promiſed, that they would 
. and thankful; but ſince they have broken 
their Words, they have ene in upon Religion, and 
this will bring them to have no Conſcience of their 
Oaths at laſt. Before the Toleration they ſeemed to 
ſerve their God; but ſince the Abuſe of it, they are 
all intent upon Places of Profit, and how to ſerve their 
Mammon, though they negle& their other Maſter. 
They are become as crafty, ſubtle and defigning as 
any other Men; ſo that in this Reſpe& they cannot 
pretend to any Manner of Difference. Religion is 
ſo declined ſince the Toleration, that a ſober Man ar 
mong them could almoſt wiſh, that they never had had 
| any 
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any Toleration at all. So that if they get into the 
Places of Authority, Honour, and Profit, which they 
aim at, there will be Danger, that it will be much 
worſe, and then in Time they will have no Need of 
an Act for Liberty of. Conſcience, becauſe they will 
act without any Conſcience at all | 

This I hope, may be enough to ſatisfy the Diſſen- 
ters concerning the Repeal ; but perhaps their Enemies, 

and the Enemies to the Repeal may farther add: 
' Firſt, That there is a nearer Union between the 
Diſſenters in England and their Church in Scotland, 
than moſt People are aware of. We never find that 
they blame them for Turning out all the Orders and 
Conſtitutions of The Church of England, and deſtroying 
both Root and Branch. On the other Hand, we find 
the Scotch Univerſities very liberal in Conferring the 
higheſt Degrees of Honour on their Brethren the 
Teachers in England, and they are as ready to receive 
them, and as fond of them, as a Child is of a Fea- 
ther in his Cap; ſo that we can hardly ſee three of 
them together, but one of them is a Doctor. All 
this ſhews, that they are in perfect Unity one with 
another. They retain the ſame Principles, and only 
wait to put the ſame Practices in Execution. 

Secondly, An Enemy will ſay, that others are eaſy 
in Caſes of the like Nature. The Parliament hath 
made a Law, that none ſhall fit in the Houſe of 
Commons, but ſuch as have Eſtates in Fee of three 
hundred Pounds a Year. And can we think, that a 
Merchant, who is worth ten thouſand Pounds, may 
not be as fit to repreſent a Trading-City, as one who 
hath an Eſtate ? But we find no Contention about it. 
They ſay, that they have a natural Right, that is, as 
I apprehend it, every one among them is born a 
Privy-Counſellor, a Judge, or a Juſtice of the Peace, 
or at leaſt a common Counſellor. However natural 
Rights may be reſtrained by civil Laws. Every Man 
hath, a natural Right to Liberty, but yet Madmen or 
Debtors may be confined. Every Man hath a natu- 
ral Right to his Eſtate, and yet in many Caſes it * 
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be forfeited. Every Man hath a natural Right to his 
Life, and yet Malefactors may be puniſhed with 
Death. An Heir may be yery capable of Managing 
his Eſtate at eighteen Years of Age, and yet he is kept 
out of it until he is one and twenty. And if every 
Man hath a natural Right to Places; yet many may be 
kept out, when it is judged, that their Admiſſion will 
do more Harm than Good. Since the Toleration the 
Diſſenters have had Funeral Sermons of Sundays. This 
hath forced the Clergy of the Church of England to take 
the ſame Method, inſtead of Preaching, whilſt the 
Corps was preſent. This brought Funeral Sermons 
into Diſeſteem, inſomuch that by a moderate Compu- 
tation the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church have loſt 
near ſixty thouſand Pounds a Year. We make no Cla- 
mour about it againſt the Diſſenters, becauſe in Charity 
we think, that they did nor intend it. But if by any 
ſuch Accident the Diſſenting Clergy had loſt but the 
fixtieth Part of ſuch a Sum, it may eaſily be gueſ- 


ſed, what a Roaring and Outcry we ſhould have had 


of Perſecution. And by this we may ſee the Diffe- 
rence of Tempers. MF 
Thirdly, Others will think, that there is no Occaſion 
for ſuch a Repeal. If they can be Occaſional Conformiſts, 
Why did they make ſuch a Clamour and Outcry a- 
gainſt the Act, and were never at Quiet, until by all 
Means fair or foul, they got it repealed ? We know, 
that they can take it, if they will, and that their Con- 
ſciences are not too ſtraight laced. The Repeal will 
be no Benefit, but rather a Misfortune to them. It 
a Place of Profit or Honour offers, they can as readi- 
ly take the Sacrament, according to the Uſage of the 
Church of England, as any other Men. An Enquiry 
only at Briſtol will ſhew, how few did ever refuſe it, 
whenever they had an Opportunity of being Mem- 
bers of the Common Council. But if they are choſen 
to a Place of. Trouble or Charge, as to be Sheriffs of 
the City of London, then they have this Fetch, that 
they have a Scruple of Conſcience, they cannot take 
the 2%, and ſo they muſt be excuſed from Paying 
their 
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their Fine, which is a Privilege, from which thoſe of 
the Church of England are excluded. But if the Te 
is taken off, it can be of no Advantage to their cove- 
tous and ambitious Tempers, but it will be a Diſ⸗ 
advantage in the other Caſe, becauſe it will leave 
them without Excuſe. If they would go into the 
Army, they might ſhew the Loyalty, which they ſo 
much boaſt of. They are well verſed in Wiles and 
Stratagems, they know how to ſap the Ground from 
another's Feet, and are the beſt Underminers in the 
World. But your humble Servants for that. They 
love the Places, whereby they can ſerve themſelves, 
but not thoſe, whereby they can ſerve the Publick. 
Fourthly, Let them conſider the great Improbabili- 
ty of bringing their Deſigns to bear. It is well known, 
that the 2yakers not long ago brought in a Bill, for 
Cramping the Clergy of the Church of England in their 
Tythes. This readily paſſed the Houſe of Commons, 
and was with great Difficulty rejected in the Houſe 
of Lords. The Diſſenters of other Perſuaſions thought 
from thence, that they had a vaſt Number of Friends 
to ſupport them, they readily laid hold on that Op- 
portunity for a Law to repeal the 2% and Corpora- 
lion Acts, but it was rejected in the Houſe of Commons 
at the firſt Reading ; and there is the utmoſt Reaſon 
to think, that the preſent Attempt will have the ſame 
Fate. 3 | 1 
Fifthly, Let them alſo conſider the Caſe of the 
poor Clergy of the Church of England. The Quakers 
are for Paying no Tythes. The other Diſſenters are 
for Paying as little as poſſible. There is an A# of 
Parliament paſſed, for the more eaſy Recovery of 
ſmall Tythes, that it ſhall be done before the Juſtices 
of the Peace, but they have alſo the Liberty of Ap- 
plying to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, or to the Exche- 
quer, if they think fit. But it is always repreſented 
in the moſt odious and malicious Terms, if they do. 
Now if this Bill paſſes, then all the Diſſenters and 
Quakers are of Courſe let in to be Juſtices of the 
Peace, and ſo the poor Clergy muſt be crucified be- 


tween 
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tween two Thieves. The Country Gentlemen of the 
Church of England often avoid; and refuſe ſuch Offi- 
ces. The others covet; and are fond of them. Be- 
ſide this, if a AT es Papiſt will take the Oaths of 
Allegiance Supremacy with this Equivocation, 
— the Oath doth not tel] Rem, how long they ſhall 
obſerve it, and that they will keep it, until they have 
an Opportunity to break it, and acknowledge the 
King as ſupream; until they can get another ; I know 
not, what will hinder them, or even Fews, Turks or 
the vileſt of Hereticks from being Juſtices of the 
Peace, and then they have an Army of Jews, Ro- 
mans, and all others, to pierce the poor Clergy to the 
Heart; and they muſt ſue for their own undoubted 
Rights before thoſe, who are their profeſſed Enemies, 
and would take them from them ; from which they 
may pray, Good Lord, deliver us. The Difſenters are 
as tenacious of Places of Profit, and Honour as a 
others, and I know not how they ſhould part with 
them to ſuch Monſters on this Occafion, bes ohly to - 
unite their Forces, and that what they part with at 
preſent, may be abundantly made up to them by 
another total Revolution. I know, that it will be 
faid, that the diſſenting Juſtices do favour the Clergy, 
as much as others. But it may be anſwered, That 
they may do this at preſent, becauſe it is not Time 
as yet for them to ſhew themſelves in their proper 
Colours (). Nature may act againſt Principles, but 
yet it will return to that which is natural. I only 
add, that it was one of Julians Arts, for the Extirpa- 
tion of Chriſtianity, to ſeize upon the Revenues of the 
Clergy, and this will be a hopeful Step for ſuch a 
wretched Purpoſe. 

Sixthly, Let them conſider, what Security they 
offer to the Church of England in this Caſe, and the 
Anſwer is, None at all. The Clergy would be willing 
to abrogate the Teſt with all their Hearts, if an equi- 
valent Security was offered them. But they muſt 
have none. This doth not anſwer the Deſign of the 

Enemy. 
(*) Naturam expellas furca licet, uſque recurret. Horat. 
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Enemy. Their Intention is to pull down her Fen- 
ces, and ruin all her Bulwarks, that ſo (7) tbe wild 
boar out of the wood may root her out, and the little 
foxes may pluck off her grapes, and they may drink of 
her Wine, until they are drunk, or mad (though 
they are mad enough already) or at leaſt come in 
for their Plunder. They were never eaſy yet, and 
it cannot be expected, that they ever will be. So 
that the firſt Struggle will be to be equal, and the 
next of Courſe will be to be uppermoſt; which it 
concerns all the Lovers of our Conſtitution to pre- 
vent, and conſequently to prevent the firſt Cauſe 
of it. : | 

Seventhly, It ſhould be conſidered, that if ſome 
Perſons are to be obliged, and others to be dife 
obliged, then it 1s but common Prudence to oblige 
the Majority. And if it 1s aſked, Who are they? 
The Anſwer muſt be againſt them. The beſt Way 
to know this, is to conſider, that ſince the laſt Act 
of Parliament for the better Collection of Briefs, 
there were ſeveral of them ordered to be read in the 
Diſſenting Meetings, and upon their Return it appear- 
ed, that their Numbers put all together throughout 
all England and Wales was but as one to fix ; and if 
we may gueſs by their Charity, it was more incon- 
ſiderable. But there 1s no Certainty from that. Their 
Teachers judged, that the more Money was collected 
for other Uſes, the leſs would come into their own 
Pockets, and ſo they read four or five Briefs at one 
Time, and divided that Day's Collection among 
them all, that as Charity begins at home, ſo it might 
alſo end there. Let the Legiſlature but conſider the 
greateſt Numbers to be obliged, and they may eaſily 
know how to reſolve the Queſtion, and that the Body 
of Diſſenters, when others are diſobliged, are not 
able to chuſe one Man to repreſent them in the Houſe 
of Commons. They may be very good Tools, but 
as we do not want _—_ and have enough of our 

| OWN . 
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own always; ſo I ſuppoſe, that it will not be 
thought prudent to buy them at ſo dear a Price. 
Eighthly, Let them conſider the ill Conſequences. of 
all their former Attempts. Firſt, After the Civil Wars, 
when they had totally ruined the Church of England, 
they fell to Biting, Perſecuting and Devouring one 
another. This made the diſappointed Party join with 
the reſt to bring about the Reſtoration, and with it 
our antient Conſtitution both in Church and State. 
This cauſed a ſevere Law to paſs againſt the Dif 


ſenters in the fourteenth Year of the Keign of King 


Charles Tl, which ſtood unrepealed until the Toleration AF. 
_ Secondly, When King William, our glorious De- 
liverer came to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, the 
People v Scotland forced him to an unhappy Ne- 
ceſſity of altering the Conſtitution of the Church in 
that Kingdom, which was ſoon ſeconded by the 
Toleration A in England. The firſt of theſe Pro- 
ceedings cauſed the other to be miſunderſtood, as a 
Deſign to alter our Conſtitution here; and tht Con- 
ſequence was, that the King could never get a Par- 
liament to his Mind. Occaſional Conformity, which ſoon 


followed, ſo ſoured the Electors, that the longer the 


King lived, the worſe they grew. This retarded all 
the Proceedings in the War againſt France, and forced 
on the Peace of Reſwick. This impaired the King's 
Conſtitution, almoſt broke his Heart, and was the 
greateſt Trouble, that he ever met with in his Life. 
Thirdly, When King George I. came to the Throne, 

the Diſſenters inſinuated into him by Baron Bothmar, 
that they were his only Friends, and that the Church 
of England were his utter Enemies; or that the Eng- 
liſh were Scotch, and the Scotch were Engliſb; or that 
white was black, and black was white. This brought 
on the Repealing of the Act againſt Occa/ional Con- 


formity. This filled the Head of our late gracious. 


King with falſe Notions and imaginary Fears of the 
Pretender. To prevent the Conſequences thereof he 
made a League offenſive and defenſive with the late 


Emperor of Germany, upon Condition, that we _ 
| 9. | wth aſſi 


Serious ADvice' fo the DissxnNTERS. 35 
aſſiſt him with all our Forces both by Sea and Land, 
if he was attack'd by any foreign Enemy; and he 
ſhould aſſiſt us in the ſame Manner, if any one ſhould 
endeavour to palm the Pretender upon us. This was 
perfectly right. Soon after this the Spaniards ſet 
upon the Emperor with a large Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. The Emperor demands our Succours. 
Our Fears put him off with many Delays, until he 
was forced to repreſent, that the Treaty was broken 
by us, and he was free from any Obligation. Upon 
this Sir George Byng was ſent with the Britiſh Fleet, 
which burnt and deſtroyed thoſe of the Spaniards, 
and reſcued the Emperor. And better late than never. 
Upon this the' Spaniards were angry, and threaten us 
with an Invaſion from the Pretender. To prevent 
this we mult tack about, and undo all that we had 
done before. Thus our late King's Fears occaſioned 
a Signing a Paper with his own Hand to deliver up 
Gibraltar to the Spaniards, provided the Parliament 
did conſent to it; and after that, to oblige them far- 
ther, he ſent Sir Charles Wager with the Britiſb Fleet, 
to take Naples and Sicily from the Emperor, and give 
them to Don Carlos, Son to the King of Spain, which 
occaſion'd all our Misfortunes in tay, diſtreſs'd our 
Friends, and obliged our Enemies; and now we are 
at War to pull down, what we thus built up, which 
may coſt many Millions of Pounds, before it is ac- 
compliſhed. After this the French attack the Em- 
peror of Germany, and take Fort Keil. The Emperor 
ſends again for the Performance of our Treaty. We 
ſtand off, and do nothing. The French enlarge their 
Conqueſts. The Emperor is diſtreſs'd, and forced to 
make a Peace upon Condition of Giving up the 
Dukedom of Lorain to them. This Dukedom is 
about an hundred Miles in Length, and the ſame in 
Breadth, and is able to raiſe twenty thouſand . Men, 
and therefore it is forty thouſand Odds to the Confe- 
derate Army at this Time, and the Giving of 7% 
cany inſtead of it, is no Loſs to the French, and. a 
poor Equivalent to the Germans. As Lorain ſtands 
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on the French Side of the Rhine; ſo if the Germans 
had had it now in their Hands, there would have 
been an eaſy Paſſage over that River at Prince Charles's 
firſt Approach Hi So that this hath wholly 
ruined the Operations of the laſt Campaign, and 
what the Event of it may be to all Europe, God 
only knows. 

ö Let cham conſider-the Effects of 4 
Proceedings in the City of London. Here the Diſſen- 
ters have endeavoured to make an Intereſt in their ſe- 
veral Wards to be choſen Aldermen, when they have 
had the leaſt Hopes of Succeſs, and one of them 
applied to the Court of the King's Bench to ſet aſide 
a legal Election, but he was caſt. This ſhe ws, that 
there is no Neceſſity of Repealing the Tet and Cor- 
poration Acts upon their Account. But the Effect is, 
that they have been always diſappointed. This with 
other Accidents hath united the Livery Men of that 
great City to aſſert their antient Privileges in the 
Election a a Lord Mayor. And this hath alſo uni- 
ted the Electors of Aldermen in their ſeveral Wards 
to diſappoint their Ambition, and ſave them the 
Trouble of being Candidates. 

Laſtly, Let them think of the Caſe in Briſtol. 
There = Mayor and Common Council have for 
many Years choſen Diſſenters to be Members of that 
great Body. But this hath engaged another Body 
againſt them; inſomuch that whereas they had be- 
fore Intereſt enough to nominate there Parliament 
Men, who were often choſen without Oppoſition, 
they have loſt all their Intereſt of this Nature, and 
are not hkely to recover it any more. And thus we 
ſee the Conſequences of the hot, mad and giddy Ef- 
fects of the Practices of the Diſſenters, both in Refe- 
rence to all Europe, to this Nation, and alſo to them- 
ſelves. 

To this it may be added, that as all theſe Argu- 
ments make ſuch an Application improper at any 
Time; ſo. more eſpecially at this Time. We are 
now engaged in a * 188 and what the elf 
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will be, God only knows. However, there is a greater 
Neceſſity for an Union, and to prevent Fewds and 
Animoſities at home. But ſhould theſe increaſe by 
ſuch Miſmanagements, the Nation will be weakened, 
our common Enemy will be encouraged, and they 
themſelves may be ruined alſo in the common De- 
ſtruction, which they bring upon others. 1 ; 
And now I ſuppoſe, that their own Friends will 
furniſh them with another Argument to perſuade 
them to be quiet, which is the great Probability of 
their being diſappointed. Or if they ſucceed, it will 
hardly be poſſible to hold it long. If they are un- 
eaſy, becauſe the Acts are not repealed, and they are 
repealed, the Members of the Church of England will 
be uneaſy, until they have got another. It is not 
impoſſible, but that by ſuch Methods they may ſo 
diſtreſs the Nation, and force them to change the 
Miniſtry, and chuſe another, which may not be in 
their Favour. That which hath often happened, may 
happen again, and then they may repent of their 
Folly, when it is too late, and ſay, (*) bo would 
have thought it? When the French King ſent his Ar- 
mies into Germany, he little expected, that the Eng- 
liſb Forces would have came on the other Side of the 
Rhine. The Diſſenters ſay, Let the Church of Eng- 
land be quiet. And we ſay, Let them but Practice 
their own Doctrine, and then every Thing will be 
quiet. We only deſire to keep our own Ground. 
We envy them none of their Privileges, nor deſire, 
nor ever petitioned to take one from them. We are 
not willing, that our Bulwarks ſhould be undermined, 
and blown up. We only ſtand on the Defenſive, and 
they are the Aggreſſors. We () labour for peace, 
but when doe ſpeak to them thereof, they make themſelves 
ready to battle. But if notwithſtanding all, which 
hath been ſaid, they will ſtill go on in this perverſe 
Humour, if nothing leſs than what they aim at, will 
| ſatisfy them, and if they make Diſturbances und Diſ- 
tractions in the Nation, eſpecially at this critical 
5 Juncture, 
*] Inſipientis eſt dicere, non putàram. (*) P/al. c. 5, 6, 7. 
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Juncture, they cannot but be look'd upon as the 
worſt Enemies, which the Government hath, and 
may at laſt be treated accordingly. If they are baffled 
in open War, they are not ſure, where the Conqueror 
will ſtop, or that they may not be in Danger to loſe 
not only the Benefit of Occaſional Conformity, but 
even of the Toleration Act. So that the moſt friendly 
Advice which can be given them, is to be eaſy, quiet 
and contented, and not puſh on Matters to the laft 
Extremity. The Church of England daily prays to 
God for our (gracious Sovereign Lord King George, that 
God would ftrengthen bim, that he may vanquiſh, and 
overcome all his Enemies. Let them /not prove the. 
greateſt Enemies, which he hath in the Kingdom, 
For God may at laſt hear our Prayers. We daily 
pray, that our unbappy Diviſions may not diſappoint the 
Deſigns of our gracious King, nor bring down God's 
Judgments upou us. They take Methods to foment, 
and increaſe our unhappy Diviſions, be the Conſe- 
quence what it will. And certainly, as God doth not 
require theſe things at their hands; ſo neither can it be 
expected, that the King will give them any Thanks 
for their Pains. 

Beſides, there is no Occaſion for all this Buſtle, 
There are not Places enough for the Members of the 
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Church of England; ſo that what they propoſe, as an : 
Advantage to themſelves, will be a Damage to others. 

And as to their Uſefulneſs to the State, let it only be 7 
put in its due Light. Suppoſe a Place of conſiders ch 


ble Profit is to be diſpoſed of, and there are ten Can- 0 
didates for it, and that eight of them may be of the 5 
Church of England, and two of them may be Diſſer- 1 
ters; it is very probable, that each of theſe may be 
as uſeful to the State as the other. So that the 
Taking in of one uſeful Member is only the Keeping ch 
out of the other, and this is no Advantage to the ue. 
Publick. The Members of the Church of England % 
will be as tenacious of their own Privileges, as the ry 
others are ſollicitous to take them away. The , 


Taking i in of a Member of the Church of Engler 1s | 
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but as it is uſed to be, and then every Thing is 
quiet; but the Taking in of a Diſſenter will increaſe 
the Feuds and Animoſities, and diſoblige the far 
greateſt Part of the Nation, which will prevent their 
Uſefulneſs, And this Conſideratton may turn the 
Scale in ſuch a Caſe. So that let the Diſſenters have 
Patience to ſtay, till they are wanted, and then they 
will be ſent for without any more to do. — 
And now, I ſuppoſe, that it will be objected, that 
there is no Need of all this, for the Diſſenters have 
not ſtirred at all, and we are not to believe all that 
is ſaid in the News Papers. To this I anſwer, that 
heartily wiſh, that there was no Need of ſuch a 
Treatiſe as this. But what if there is Need? We 
have a publick Alarm to be upon our Guard, and 
this can do no Hurt. But if we will not fence againſt 
approaching Dangers, we may be () like the Peo- 
ple of Laiſb, careleſs and ſecure, until the Chidren of 
Dan comes, and deſtroys us all. 
L hope, that the Diſſenters will not reckon me to 
be (©) their Enemy becauſe I have told them the truth. 
have kept back nothing from them, which is pro- 
ftable for them to know. I have diſcovered to them 
the Strength of their Opponents, as far as I know, or 
have heard. And if I am reputed as a Traitor gt = 
the Church of England, I am contented to beat the? 
Reproach for their Sakes. | | ö = WR Y 
I ſhall now conclude with the beſt Advice, which 
can give to the Preſbyterians and the Independents in 
this Kingdom, which is this. Let them conſider 
e Ferioully, how they can anſwer theſe Arguments, 
„ WM ich their Enemies will be apt to plead againſt, 
them in this Cauſe. And if they cannot do this, 
let them make a publick Declaration, that they deſire 
no Alteration in our Laws, and are contented with 
thoſe Privileges which they now enjoy. This is the 
ready Way to make the Nation quiet and eaſy, and 
heartily and unanimouſly join together againſt the 
common Enemy. This is the ready Way to be 
bleſſed 


(*) Judg. xviii. 7, 28, and the æubolt Chapter, (+) Gal. iv. 16. 
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dleſſed with a firm, amd a laſting Peace And when: khiscis ob. 
_ tained, let them be willing to have a perfet Union with the Church 
/ England, that ſo we may be eng Fold under "the great Shiphirg of 
onr ſouls. The Church of England will y receive them with 
open Arms, like ſo many 4f? Sheep, which were gone aſtray ſo long, 
The arion would be ready to unite with them. They were 
never in à better T for ſuch -a Purpoſe, than they are now, 
and are likely to continue fo, as appears in the frequent, and late 
Choice of their Prolocutort. The Biſhops, Deant, Arthdeacons, Kc. 
who are Members thereof, and were choſen under the preſent Mini 
92 are Men of Candour and Moderation, and I ſuppoſe; that all 
he reſt will ſhew themſelyes of the ſame Temper. If it pleaſes God 
to bleſs us with a firm and a laſting Peace, I ſuppoſe, that there 
will be no Difficulty to get an A# of Parliament Gr their Teachers 
to Chooſe Convocation Men to repreſent them, as many, or in what 
Manner they ſhall think fit. Theſe Affairs may then be ealmly de- 
bated and ſettled. And if they will agree to Epi/ſcopacy, and a Form 
of Prayer in general, I doubt not, but that the Church Convoration 
would readily agree, to aboliſh ſeveral Ceremonies, which they dif: 
like, and leave others at Diſcretion, which would be the ſame Thing 
to them. And in ſuch a Caſe, they only agreed to ſubſcribe a- 
gain to the ſame Articles, to which hey have ſubſcribed already, 
their Teachers might keep the very. fame Congregations, and in the 
ſame Places, which they now enjoy; they might be admitted into if 
22 of England without Re-ordination à they might be quali 
for any Manner of Preferments in the C hure p they could 
obtain; and they might have the Liberty of Marrying all ſuch, wie 
ſhould come to them for that Purpoſe, and of Keching a — of 
Marriages, Births or Chriſtnings and Burials, which, ſhould be. as 
authentick as the others. Theſe would be great Advantages to their 
Teachers. On the other Hand the Hearers would be qualified for 
all Manner of Places, if they did only receive the Lord's Shipper from 
their own Teachers, .as they uſually do, and an Act againſt Ogcafional 
Conformity would be to their Advantage. In ſuch. a Caſe heither 
they nor we ſhould have any Thing to fear from thoſe other little, 
inſignificant Sects, which are among us. We might have ſuch Laws, 
which would more effectually unite us. We might join together in 
Corroborating the preſent Laws, and Procuring others for the Sup- 
preſſing of Hereſies, and all Manner of Vice and Profaneneſs among 
us. This might make us a holy, religious and united People, and 
cauſe God to give us his Bleſſing for our mutual Happineſs, both in 
this World and the otler. of 2408 1 
And now, I ſuppoſe, it is evident, that I wiſh better ſor them, 
than moſt of them do wiſh for themſelves. I pray God to direct 
them for the beſt. But if they will not hearken to fuch Advice 35 
this, it is evident, that they do not defire Peace, but flatter them- 
ſelves with Hopes, that a Time will come, when by their united 
Forces with Scotland, from whence they have ſixteen Members to ft 
in the Houſe of Loras, and five and forty to fit in the Houſe ef Con- 
mons, they may at laſt overturn our whole Conſtitution in the Church 
as their united Forces have done already, and which it cencerns al, 
who deſire the Peace of this Nation, to endeavour to prevent. 
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